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AN INTERPRETATION OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 
GOD’S ACCEPTANCE OF HUMAN EXISTENCE AS AN 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO ACCEPT OUR OWN 
 
The seasons of Advent and Christmas are closely tied together in as 
much as each looks to God breaking into history in a very personal 
way in Jesus Christ. Put another way Advent and Christmas are about 
“God with us”. This is all pretty standard stuff really for Christian 
faith, which we celebrate at this time of the Christian Year: the good 
news of the Incarnation, God becoming human and sitting with us, 
journeying with us.  
 
Developing this a little further, I would like to go down a path which 
you may not have thought about, and which I came to understand as 
I became familiar with the insights of the Jesuit, Karl Rahner, who 
was the standout European Catholic thinker of the 20th century.  
 
Let me begin in this way! Much of the Christian life is about the 
imitation of Jesus; trying to live as Jesus lived, copying his ethical 
virtues: loving, not judging, being generous, being open to others, 
and so on. But there is something else as well in the Christian 
lexicon with regard to imitating Jesus which is even more basic than 
how to live:  it is our acceptance of human existence itself. Let me 
develop this a little more! 
 
As human beings, each of us has to deal with our own nature. This is 
not something, as far as we know, that other animals have to 
manage. We humans ‘enjoy’ the critical capacity of introspection, and 
this places upon us a responsibility as well as an opportunity, to come 
to terms with ourselves. In my pastoral experience through the years, 
 



 
one of the insights that has grown, has been this: that it is by no means 
obvious that we do come to terms with ourselves, by no means obvious 
that we are in harmony with ourselves. We struggle, in protest against the 
situations and events that are served up to us. We struggle with the 
freedom that we are given, which is as much a burden as a possibility. We 
struggle with the constrictions that befall us, some of which we can never 
overcome.  In other words, we enter this world and live our lives, with a 
range of experiences and characteristics, which require us to make 
decisions about who we are and who we are to become – a responsibility 
that never, ever ceases. This journey of privilege, and in the same breath, 
responsibility, is not something that we always understand, but something 
which is an enigma.  

One of the great benefits of Christian faith is the knowledge that we are 
not alone in this journey of coming to terms with ourselves, developing 
insight as to who we are and may become. Advent and Christmas is all 
about the One who had the very same struggle. The Christ who came 
among us, came in a concrete, not abstract way. He was one who 
struggled to accomplish a human life in the most tangible sense, 
confronting situations, people and structures just as we must. Everything 
about his human life tells us what is both meaningful about, and intended 
with our own.  

God became human, not simply any human, but this human Jesus, who 
understands our struggles and who is the ultimate standard for us, as we 
attempt to imitate him, accepting our lives as did he.  

Geoff 

 



 
MAMMOTH GARAGE SALES  

  

Service with a smile! The sale of jams,                  Joan wailting for action!             

cakes and relishes raised $1,720.00.                    
 

It is over 20 years since the Garage Sale Days commenced at our church, 
during the time of our then Minister, Rev Ian Pearson. Every year since, 
twice a year, we have experienced this day of great camaraderie, as 
neighbours, relatives and friends worked together under the guidance of 
Joan Knox. 

Joan’s knowledge of second-hand goods, her organisational skills, her past 
experience in sales, her encouraging personality and enthusiasm have 
enabled the Sale Days to be successful for so long.  Many thousands of 
dollars have been raised for the mission of this church and other charities 
have also benefitted. The May and November sales in 2019 have raised 
$31,000.00.  

Joan, you have been publicly thanked and received flowers for the many 
years you have devoted to the planning and running of these special 
events. We know you will not retire gracefully and will still offer generous 
advice and support when required which is critical to the ongoing success 
of the Sale Days. Enjoy your semi-retirement with our very best wishes and 
thanks.  



 
CHRISTMAS BOWL  

The Christmas Bowl Appeal in Australia is supported by 
all 19 church groups including Protestant, Catholic, 
Orthodox and Coptic Churches. It is one of the most 
effective charities, 80% of all money goes into direct aid, unlike many 
other charities. 

You will be supporting: 

 Drought relief in Zimbabwe. 

 Refugees returning home to Sri Lanka. 

 The people of Tonga to prepare for and stay safe through 
worsening disasters. 

 Syrian refugees as they rebuild their lives. 

 Clean water projects in South Sudan 
 

Please help, via cash, cheque or credit card in the Christmas Bowl 
envelopes provided.  

Let the Christmas Bowl be a sign of hope and help re-connect our families, 
communities and those in need around the world, with the shalom of 
God. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We remember…… 
Helen Pearson, Warwick Evans, Margaret 

Cornish, Renate Messerle, Nev Stutchbury and 
Henry Johnston 

special friends who contributed, in a variety of 
ways, to the life of this church. 

We give thanks for having known them and 
remember them with affection. 

 



 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The Church Council is responsible for building up the Congregation in faith 
and love, sustaining members in hope, and leading the Congregation to a 
fuller participation in Christ's mission in the world. The Church Council 
shares with the Minister in mission and in the pastoral care and spiritual 
oversight of the Congregation. It is the governing body of our church.   

 Church Council meets four times a year, as well as occasionally called 
together for special meetings. All congregational members are welcome 
to attend these quarterly meetings although they are unable to vote.  

All facets of church life are reviewed by the Council and future plans are 
put in place. These facets include personnel, worship, finance, property 
maintenance and outreach activities. Church Council is responsible for all 
aspects of church life and mission. 

Even though Church Elders have their separate meetings on occasions, at 
least 50% of the Church Council are required to be Elders. 

Councillors are nominated and elected by the congregation for a period of 
3 years. This occurs on a rotational basis so that there is continuity of 
membership at all times. Photographs of all current Councillors are 
displayed prominently at the back of the church. 

I would like to sincerely thank all those serving on Council for their faithful 
and dedicated service to our church over the many years. Around October 
each year the whole congregation considers, nominates and re-elects 
those whose term of office has expired. It is also a wonderful opportunity 
to elect new blood onto Council. We always need fresh faces and ideas as 
we move forward.   

Lawrence Peak - Chair 

 
 



 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 
Lord, thank you for a fresh reminder that Advent, the period of 
waiting, not only defines who we are waiting for, but also defines 
us……the people who wait.  We experience this season by expecting 

and preparing our hearts and hopes for the arrival of your 
son. Oh Lord, will you give me wonder and imagination so I 
may once again enter the story of your first coming.  To see 
and experience anew the story of Mary and Joseph, and 
Jesus’ birth. To make myself ready for the Advent of love, 
joy, hope and peace.  Fill my heart with the wonder of 

Isaiah’s proclamation. For unto us a child is born and a son is given. 
His name is Emmanuel, God with us. I want to be involved in the 
story and experience it in a new way, and by your grace, learn the 
joy and wonder of waiting for you. Amen   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Nonagenarians! 
 

Congratulations 
Maida White, Joan Watson and 

Dean Cornish 
 

With best wishes from your 
friends at SIUC. 



YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2019 
led by Rev Geoff Dornan and Rev Jeremy Kim 

 

CAROL SERVICE 
Sunday 15th December at 9.30am 

Christmas carols followed by morning tea with  
mince pies. 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Sunday 22nd December at 9.30 am 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Wednesday 25th December at 8.30 am 

 
A warm welcome awaits you at St Ives Uniting Church 
 on the corner of Mona Vale Road and Douglas Street. 

 
Regular Sunday Worship is at 9.30 am. 

Communion is on the first Sunday of the month. 
 

 
 

    ….and they were filled with joy and bowed 
down and worshipped him….    


